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The Honorable Leon Panetta
Secretary of Defense :
1000 Defense Pentagon, Room 3E880
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Panetta,

I am writing to seek your help in clarifying the Department’s policy on the disposition of the
unclaimed remains of American military personnel killed in combat.

Recently, I learned that in at least one case involving unclaimed additional remains of a U. S,
servicemember killed in Iraq the unclaimed remains were incinerated with medical waste and
discarded in a landfill in Virginia. Your legislative affairs office has provided my staff with
information that suggests that this was standing Department policy as late as June 2008. After that
date (according to the interim email response from your staff), it appears that unclaimed remains of
servicemembers killed in action were cremated, then placed in sea salt urns and disposed of at sea.

To help me better understand the history of the Department’s practice with respect to the disposition
of unclaimed additional human remains of servicemembers killed in action, I ask that you provide
answers to the following questions:

What was the Department’s policy regarding the disposition of unclaimed additional human
remains from the end of the Vietnam War through the present? Do the individual services have
separate SOPs?

[s it true that prior to June 2008 unclaimed additional human remains were cremated and disposed
of in landfills?

Were such unclaimed additional human remains only cremated and mixed with other unclaimed
human remains, or have such remains been mixed with incinerated medical waste and then disposed
of?

Which medical waste disposal companies were employed by the Department for this purpose?
Please provide copies of applicable contracts, addendum, etc.

Regarding the use of sea salt urns for at-sea burials, can you provide me the number of such burials
that have been conducted to date, including year-by-year data and copies of purchase orders for the
urns?
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Why are unclaimed additional human remains not interred at Arlington National Cemetery or
another federal cemetery where the original remains are interred?

How many unclaimed additional human remains of servicemembers killed in Iraq or Afghanistan
have been recovered, repairiated to the United States, and disposed of since September 12, 20017

Who provides the PADD (person allowed to direct disposition) form to family members? Does it
come from a Casualty Assistance Officer? If so, who informs the CAO of the identity of the PADD
and how do they verify they're being given the correct information?

Your prompt answers to my questions will be appreciated. My thanks for your continued service to
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RUSH HOLT
Member of Congress



